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Shetland ponies are often
thought of as the short, chubby,
wild-eyed ponies in Thelwell car-
toons, but today’s Shetland is
more like a small, refined sport
horse.

Shetland ponies are easy to keep
and provide an affordable equine
outlet for children and adults of all
ages. Whether you are just getting
started in horses, introducing your
children to riding and driving, or
are an adult looking for a fun and
safe way to get involved with
horses, you'll be thrilled with what
these small equines have to offer.

Shetlands are excelling in a wide

range of disciplines. The American

Shetland Pony Club (ASPC) rec-
ognizes four distinct types of
ponies: the Classic Shetland Pony,
the Modern Shetland Pony and
two types of pony crosses, the
‘American Show Pony and the Na-
tional Show Pony.

Classic Shetland Ponies are a re-
fined version of their Scottish an-
cestors. They have been selective-

Ly bred for 100 years and the result

‘is a sturdy pony with appealing
conformation. Classic Shetlands
canbeupte4ﬁ"atthew:tbers
They are the perfect size starter

pony for children. From their early
‘history of pulling ore carts in

‘coalmines, Shetlands have re-

tained an innate driving ability and

their popularity as a driving pony

is ever growing. The versatile

Classic Shetland p_on)( _can be
doi :

i at shows, to schuol
onies (o dnvmg teams with four
or more ponies in hand.

The ASPC also gives special

~recognition to Classic Shetland

ponies that qualify as Foundation
‘Shetlands. Foundation Shetlands
‘are smaller and more closely re-
semble their Scottish ancestors.
They excel in the same areas as the
Classic Shetlands.

Modern Shetland Ponies com-

‘bine the beauty and hardiness of

the Classic Shetland and the ex-
citement and animation of a Hack-
ney pony. The result is elegance in
motion. This sophisticated pony,
with its extreme action and spirit-
ed personality, is at home in the
show nng Modern  Shetland

JPonies are shown in two height

ries, under 43" at the with-

“ers and 43 to 467 at the withers.

‘They excel in performance classes
including roadster, harness and
pleasu:c driving. In addition, a

well-trained Modern She:land
makes an athletic, responsive

‘mount for a child and can be used

for everything from gymkhana to
the pony jumper division.

The American Show Pony is
similar to the Modern Shetland
Pony in its animated gait and bril-
liance. However American Show

DISPELLING THE MYTH that all Shetlands look like Thelwell
Ponies, this pair competes in a driving competition.

nized by the American Shetland
Pony Club is the National Show
Pony. National Show ponies are
required to have one purebred
Shetland or Miniature Horse par-
ent and can measure up to a full
14.2 hands at the withers. National
Show Pony divisions for hunters,
‘Western and driving are currently
being developed and integrated
into Shetland Pony shows. These
larger National Show Ponies will
enable children to enjoy riding a
pony with Shetland and Miniature
attributes longer. In addition, they
will serve adults as a larger car-

* riage pony for a variety of uses.

All the small equines in the

‘American Shetland Pony Club

share the best attributes of the

original Shetland Ponies imported

from the Shetland Isles over 120

years ago. Americans fell in love

with Shetland Ponies back in 1885

gnd that love affair continues to-
ay.
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In 1888, The American Shetland -
Pony Club was formed to preserve
the bloodlines of the Shetland
pony while improving and refining
the breed. The result is the versa-
tile Shetland we know in America
today. The American Shetland
Pony Club hosts hundreds of an-
nual awards programs to recognize
the achievements of Shetland
Ponies and their owners.

Shetland ponies are athletic,
quick learners and extremely
hardy. They generally have excel-
lent hooves and a propensity to-
ward soundness and good health.
These qualities, combined with
their endearing dispositions, con-
tribute to their ongoing popularity.

For more information about
Shetland ponies visit shetland-
miniature.com, write the American

Shetland Pony Club, 81-B East

Queenwood Road, Morton, Iil.
61550 or call them at (309)263-
4044,

Horse News: Lillian Shupe

GHTY, Theodore O’Connor with Karen O’ Con-
ditc e Jersey Fresh CCI##* on June 3. The
Shetland Pany finichad ninth somnat.



