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PROPOSED RULE CHANGES r
DUE JANUARY 1 of the CURRENT CONVENTION YEAR -

Proposed Rule Changes to be brougnt before the National Convention must be sent tb Director of
Operations to send to the Rules Committee who will review the submissions for dupncatnon clarity and -
conflict with existing rules.

All submissions are due to the Director of Operations by January 1 of the current Convention year so that
they may go through the appropriate process and still be printed in the October issug. All items MUST BE
submitted on the following proposal form. You may make copieas of the form as needed. All copies must
be signed and must include the submitter's ASPC/AMHR membership number.

Remember, you must submit your idea by January 1 of the current Convention year.
NO ITEMS WILL BE INTRODUCED FROM THE FLOOR AT CONVENTION!!
PROPOSED ASPC/AMHR RULE CHANGE

(Please type or print — Must include Section, Article Part & tem info) -
Section, Article, part & Itern Number:_Section ¥IV, Part 1.2 page # 2-11 “aciusive
Indicate: Add or Delete: peiete encirs secticn, and replace with nesw sscticn .

Proposed Rule Change (provide desired language and intent of rule):
-See attached proposal.

Reason/Justification for Rule Change (provide brief description of wiy this rule needs to be changed or adatd):

The Classic, NSPPR, and AMHR Shcowmanship is based on the Stock Type brezd showmanship.
While the large horse breeds' showmanship standards have evolved and cr:anged, those of
the AMHR have not. As a result, AMHR is creating a dis-incentive for tZjose who show
large breeds to showing showmanship when different standards are utilifa2d. Additionally,
changes such as "show and go" will be helpful to exhibitcrs and show management and
enable better use of time at shows. Clarity on reguirements will also aid in
standardization of judging. Reroval of standard patterns allows judges/show management
to tailor patterns to level of exhibitor, arena size and setup, and timing of show.

Proposed Effective Date: Proposed effective date of January 1, 2018, to allow exhibitors and judges time to becomie familiar with the new rules.

Committees or Rules that will be effected bv oroposed chanae

The rule change prcoposal for Section III, Part V, 5.8, point 3 will nzed to be made concurrently wit '.1
this change.

Affected committees include: Rules Committee, AMHR Committee, Youth Comnittee, Amateur Committee,
Classic Committee, NSPPR Ccmmittee, .

Kelly Lynch Phone#

ASPC/. AMHRj#(required) 56605 Date:Nov 4, 2016

Address :ics appie Ave. Larchwoed, IA 51241

Signature

Mail to the Director of Operations
by January 1 of current Convention year



1.2. Classic / AMHR / NSPPR Showmanship

A.

Showmanship at Halter

Showmanship is designed to evaluate the exhibitor’s ability to execute, in concert
with a well-groomed and conditioned horse, a set of maneuvers prescribed by
the judge with precision and smoothness while exhibiting poise and confidence,
and maintaining a balanced, functional and fundamentally correct body position.

In Showmanship classes, exhibitors are to show to the presiding (call) Judge
only. Only the handler is judged, the pony or horse is merely a prop to show the
showmanship ability of the handler. Show management and/or judges define the
showmanship pattern, which must be posted at least 2 hours prior to the
commencement of the class.

Class Procedures

All exhibitors may enter the ring and then work individually or each exhibitor may
be worked from the gate individually (show and go), except that in classes with
more than 10 exhibitors, show and go must be used.

The following maneuvers are acceptable for use in the pattern: lead the horse at
a walk, trot, extended trot, or back; execute any of the gaits (including back) in
straight and/or curved lines or a combination of straight and curved lines; stop;
turn 90, 180, 270 360 degrees or any combinatior or multiple of these turns, The
pull turn is an unacceptable maneuver. The pattern must require the exhibitor to
set the horse up squarely for inspection sometime during the class.

Equipment

Western style show halters with lead are acceptable. A chain under the chin is
allowed, no lip chains or chains over the nose are allowed. Showmanship whips,
war bridles or like devices or any type of wire or rope over a horse’s head are not
permitted.

Scoring
Exhibitors are to be scored from 0 to 100 with 70 denoting an average score.
1. Points are given for the following:

a. Qverall Presentation of Exhibitor and Horse. The exhibitor’s overall
poise, confidence, appearance and position throughout the class and the
physical appearance of the horse will be evaluated.

b. Presentation and Position of Exhibitor. Appropriate western attire
must be worn; Long sleeve shirt, boots and hat are required (see
exception for COOL classes in COOL rules). Gloves are optional. Clothes
and person to be neat and clean.



Exhibitors should be poised, confident, courteous and genuinely
sportsmanlike at all times, quickly recognizing and correcting faults in the
positioning of the horse. The exhibitor shouid continue showing the horse
until the class has been placed or they hava heen excused, unless
otherwise instructed by the judge. The exhibitor should appear business-
like, stand and move in a straight, natural and upright manner, and avoid
excessive, unnatural or animated body positions.

The exhibitor must lead on the horse's left side holding the lead shank in
the right hand near the halter with the tail of the lead loosely coiled in the
left hand unless requested by the judge to show the horse’s teeth. |tis
preferable that the exhibitor's hand not be on the snap or chain portion of
the lead continuously. The excess lead should never by tightly coiled,
rolled, or folded. When leading, the exhibitor should be positioned
between the eye and the mid-point of the horse’s neck, referred to as the
leading position.

Both arms should be bent at the elbow with the elbows held close to the
exhibitor's side and the forearms held in a natural position. Height of the
arms may vary depending on the size of the horse/pony and exhibitor, but
the arms should never be held straight out with the elbows locked.

The position of the exhibitor when executing a turn to the right is the same
as the leading position except that the exhibitor should turn and face
toward the horse’s head and have the horse move away from them to the
right.

When executing a back, the exhibitor should turn from the leading position
to face toward the rear of the horse with the right hand extended in front to
the exhibitor's chest still maintain slight bend in the elbow and walk
forward. The ideal position is for the exhibitors ieft shoulder to be in
alignment with the horse’s left front leg.

When setting the horse up for inspection, the exhibitor should stand
angled toward the horse and should never leave the head of the horse.
The exhibitor is required to use the Half Method when presenting the
horse (exhibitor must be on the opposite half of the pony/horse from the
judge). When moving around the horse, the exhibitor shouid change sides
in front of the horse, assuming the same position on the right side of the
horse that they had on the left side.

The exhibitor should not crowd other exhibitors when setting up side-by-
side or head-to-tail.

Leading, backing, turning and initiating the set-up should be performed
from the left side of the horse. At no time should the exhibitor ever stand



directly in front of the horse. The exhibitor must not touch the horse with
their hands or feet, or visibly cue the horse by pointing their feet at the
horse during the set-up.

C. Presentation of the Horse: The horse’s body condition and overall
fitness should be assessed. The hair coat should be clean and in good
condition. The mane, tail, forelock and wither tuft may not contain
ornaments, and may not be banded or braided. Hooves should be
properly trimmed, clean and may be painted black or with hoof dressings
or show naturally. Tack should fit properly and be neat, clean and in good
repair.

d. Performance. The exhibitor should parform the work accurately,
precisely, smoothly and with a reasonable amount of speed. The horse
should lead, stop, back, turn and stet up willingly, briskly and readily with
minimal visible or audible cueing.

The horse should be led directly to and away from the judge in a straight
or curved line and track briskly and freely at the prescribed gait as
instructed. The horse’s head and neck should be straight and in line with
the body.

The stop should be straight, prompt, smooth and responsible with the
horse’s body remaining straight.

The horse shouid back up readily with the head, neck, and body aligned in
a straight or curved line as instructed.

On turns of greater than 90 degrees, the ideal turn consists of the horse
pivoting on the right hind leg while stepping across and in front of the right
front leg with the ieft front leg. An exhibitor should not be penalized if their
horse performs a pivot on the left hind leg, but an exhibitor whose horse
performs the pivot correctly should receive more credit.

The horse should be set up quickly with the feet squarely underneath the
body. The exhibitor does not have to reset a horse that stops square.

Faults.

The judge will determine the appropriate classification of a fault based
upon the degree and/or frequency of the infraction.

Minor Faults (deduction of 5 paints)

= Break of gait at walk or trot for up to two strides
= QOver or under turning up to 1/8 turn

» Ticking or hitting cone

» Sliding a pivot foot



Lifting a pivot foot during pivot and replacing it in the same place.

Major Faults (deduction of 10 points)

Not performing the gait or not stopping within 10 feet of the
designated area

Break of gait at work or trot for more than 2 strides

Splitting the cone (cone between horse and handler)

Horse stepping out of or moving the hind end significantly during
pivot or turn

Horse stepping out of set-up during presentation

Over/under turning 1/8 to % turn.

Severe Faults (deduction of 20 points). Severe faults avoid
disquaiification but should be placed below other exhibitors that do not
incur a severe fault. '

Exhibitor not in required position during inspection

Exhibitor touching the horse.

Exhibitor kicking or pointing to horse’s feet during the set-up
Standing directly in front of the horse

Loss of lead shank, holding chain, or two hands on shank

Severe disobedience including rearing or pawing; horse continually

circling exhibitor

Classes

Open Showmanship: Open to Classic and Foundation stallions, mares or

geldings. Entry to be made in the name of the exhibitor.

Youth Showmanship: Open to youth 17 years of age or younger (class

may be divided by age of exhibitor if total number warrants). Limited to
mares and geldings only.

Amateur Showmanship: Open to amateur exhibitors, 18 years or older.



